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Administrative/Biographical History:

 
In July 2009, Mrs Joan Ritchie of Gullane presented 
material collected and inherited through his family by her late 
husband Dr James MacLean Graham Ritchie to the College Library.  
It includes photographs taken of patients and staff at “Craigleith Military Hospital”, 
formerly St Cuthbert's and Canongate Poor House, and renamed at the start of World War 1 
as the 2nd Scottish General Hospital (known today as the Western General 
Hospital, Edinburgh).  Patients and staff contributed material to their 
"Craigleith Hospital Chronicle" which ran to over 30 issues.  Other material 
includes albums of photographs, drawings and poems; certificates and 
diplomas; books; a case of surgical instruments in use in the early 1800s by 
Alexander Jack; letters of 1822; a watercolour of the HMS Shannon leading 
the American Frigate Chesapeake (her prize) into Halifax harbour; and a 
family tree. 
 
GD  58/1 Craigleith Military Hospital 

1. Beige coloured Photograph album of soldier patients, nurses, visitors in 
Craigleith Military Hospital March 27th to June 20th 1917 includes some 
dated 1916 Handwritten names. 23.5 x 15 cms 
 

2. Burgundy leather album (“E.M. Wallace, Craigleith 1917) of signed and 
dated drawings, cartoons, poems by the Hospital’s soldier patients March 
– June 1917. 17 x 14 cms. 
 

3. Small beige card holder of photographs, (by J B Watson, 5 Frederick 
Street, Edinburgh) containing 3 postcards, photographs and negatives, all 
related to the Craigleith Hospital. Dated 20th June 1916. 18 x 12 cms 
 

4. Journal part: "Craigleith Hospital Chronicle" Volume 6. Spring Number. 
No. 32. 
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GD  58/2 Medical qualification certification and forms for Alexander Ramsay Ritchie (  -1879) 
Esq. LRCSEd LRCPEd MD 
 
Dark brown/bronzed tin tube containing:  
 

1. 1866 “Double Qualification” – LRCSEd LRCPEd – diploma from RCSEd  
2. 1866 “Double Qualification” – LRCSEd LRCPEd – diploma from RCPEd 
3. 1866 Edinburgh University degree diploma (M.D.) 
4. Large diploma of attendance/ practice in Obstetrics of the Royal College of Physicians of 

Edinburgh 1864 
5. 2 Receipts for fees Feb 1866 (for the 2 colleges’ licences) and Sept 1869 (for the Edin Uni 

degree), from the Scottish Branch of the General Medical Council to register his qualifications 
6. “Surgeons’ Hall 2nd Feb 1866 – Diploma signed by James Dunsmure and PD Handyside, of 

Ritchie’s competency in Midwifery 
7. Diploma signed by John Smith and Haldane, of Ritchie’s competency in Midwifery    

awarded by the Royal College of Physicians, Edinburgh. 2nd Feb 1866-  
 
GD  58/3 Books 
1. Struthers, John William (1874-1953) Notes on local anaesthesia. Edinburgh: Wm Green & Sons, 

1906. 
2. Chiene, John (1843-1923 ) Looking back …2nd reprint 1908, with a printed poem possibly “written 

by Dr John Smith on Dr Matthew Duncan leaving Edinburgh” 

GD 58/4 Alexander Jack (?1780 - May 24th 1822) Diplomate RCSEd 1801 

1. Wooden case of surgical instruments owned by Alexander Jack, and used in the battle between the 
Shannon and USS Chesapeake on 1st June 1813. The case contains tourniquet, clippers, picks, 
needles; two surgical saws and three surgical blades of varying size.  

 
2. 1822 (6 May) Letter from Alexander Jack to his sister, Jean Ramsay informing her of his illness and 

his attempted treatments, and his hopes to travel to visit her in the near future.  
 

3. 1822 (27 May) Letter to Jean Ramsay informing her of her brother Alexander Jack’s death 
 

4. Watercolour of HMS Shannon leading the American Frigate Chesapeake (her prize) into Halifax 
harbour. Wooden frame by Doig, Wilson & Wheatley of Edinburgh.  Item is undated, but has 
handwritten notes by J.R Ritchie on back of frame 

 
5. Handwritten family tree of Jack/Ramsay/Ritchie families showing family connection 

between Alexander Jack (Diplomate RCSEd 1801) and Alexander Ramsay Ritchie, LRCSEd 
1866) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Extracted from Minutes 1801 May 5th of the Royal College of 
Surgeons of Edinburgh    

“Alexander Jack and … |        
Appeared Mr Alexander Jack being examined on his skill in Surgery & 

Pharmacy was found sufficiently qualified to act as a First Mate of a First 
Rate ship in His Majesty’s Navy …  “ 
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Further items donated November 2009 
 
GD 58/5 Andrew Graham Ritchie 
 
Certificate, signed by the Lord Provost of Edinburgh, entitling the bearer “peaceably and without 
molestation to pass to Germany and to travel on the continent of Europe and to return to Great 
Britain”, 16th October 1911 
 
GD 58/6 Western Infirmary, Glasgow 
 
Handwritten timetable for the Western Infirmary, Glasgow, 1915 
 
GD 58/7 James Ritchie 
 
Certificate of appointment of James Ritchie FRCPE, Member of Council, to represent the RCPE at the 
350th anniversary of the foundation of the University of Geneva. 23 June, 1909 
 
GD58/8 2nd Scottish General Hospital 
 
Staff photograph, 12 December 1918 
 
GD58/9 Book 
 
Husband, H. Audrey.  The students’ pocket prescriber. New edition. Edinburgh: E. & S. Livingstone, 
1909. 

Inscribed, “J. C. Ritchie, 22 Charlotte Sq.” 

GD58/10 David PD Wilkie 

1. Photograph 

2. Reprint: Sir David Wilkie, 1882 – 1938. Edinburgh Medical Journal, 1938 

3. Reprint: Sir David Wilkie. University of Edinburgh Journal, 1938 

4. Reprint: Sir David Wilkie. The Student, 1938 

GD58/11 Robert McLean, LRCSEd 1821 

1. Surgical diploma of Robert McLean, Glasgow, 1820 

Bronze tin containing: 

2. Surgical diploma of Robert McLean, Edinburgh, 1821 
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