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Administrative/Biographical History: 

 
Ion Simson Hall (1896-1991), an ENT surgeon in Edinburgh, was 
one of the first otologists to perform and develop fenestration of 
the lateral semi- circular canal for the relief of otosclerotic deafness, 
work which was to gain him an international reputation.  With the 
introduction of stapedectomy some 20 years later, he was amongst 
the first to recognise the value of this new procedure which was to 
render fenestration obsolete and he had the stature to admit this.   
His textbook “Diseases of Nose, Throat and Ear”, first published in 1937, 
remained popular 60 years on, the 16th edition being published in 2000. 
This archive contains pre-publication original drawings, draft texts and 
correspondence with the publisher. 
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