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Administrative/Biographical History: 

 
Miss Hannah Harkins was a member of RCSEd staff from 1955-1985, working in an editorial capacity 
alongside Sir John Bruce, from the establishment of the Journal of The Royal College of Surgeons of 
Edinburgh. She undertook a PhD for which she attended palaeography classes and she completed 
the transcription and translation of the manuscript minutes 1581-1708, creating an account in 
modern English, of the original old Scots. Miss Harkins also donated a large number of reprints  
(Boxed at BS H9) and books related to the history of medicine. 
These included 

1. Edinburgh Almanack and Scots Register for 1795. Edinburgh: David Ramsay, 1795 
2. Ball, J M. Sack ‘em up men. 1928* 
3. Clarke, e. Modern methods in the history of medicine. 1971 
4. Cope, Z. History of the RCSEng.1959.* 
5. Culpeper, N. Complete herbal. [facsimile]1953 
6. Davis, L. Fellowship of Surgeons: a history of the American College of Surgeons. 1960 
7. Davis, L. Surgeon extraordinary: the life of J. B. Murphy.1938 
8. Edwardes, D. Introduction to anatomy 1532. 1961 
9. Garrison, F.H. Introduction to the history of medicine, … 2nd ed. 1917 
10. Godlee, R.J. Lord Lister. 3rd ed. 1924 
11. Goodsir, R.A. Only an old chair…Edinburgh: David Douglas, 1884 
12. Grant, A. Story of the University of Edinburgh…Vol 1. 1884* 
13. Gordon-Taylor, G. Sir Charles Bell…1958* 
14. Haggard, H. W. Devils, drugs, and doctors: the story of the science of healing from medicine-man to 

doctor. 1929 
15. Howard & Perry. House-surgeon’s vade mecum. 2nd ed 1926 (ex lib Sir John Bruce) 
16. Jaramillo-Arango, J. British contributions to medicine. 1953 
17. Keele, K.D. William Harvey: the man, the physician and the scientist. 1965 
18. Keynes, G. The life of William Harvey. 1966 
19. Keynes, G. Apologie and treatise of Ambroise Pare…1951 
20. Laffin, J. Surgeons in the field. 1970 
21. Leonardo Da Vinci. Leisure Arts 1964.   A 2-volume set.  

22. Lloyd, C. Medicine and the navy 1200 - 1900. Volume IV: 1815 - 1900. 1963 
23. Macfarlane, D.A. Textbook of surgery. 3rd ed. 1972 
24. Miles, A. The Edinburgh School of Surgery before Lister. 1918 
25. Murray, G. Surgery in the making.1960 
26. Pennecuik, A. Blue blanket. 2nd ed 1755 
27. Ritchie, John. History of the laboratory of the Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh. 1953 
28. Ross, J.A. The Edinburgh School of Surgery after Lister. 1978 
29. Stevenson, W. Scott ed. Famous Edinburgh students. 1914 
30. Struthers, J. Historical sketch of the Edinburgh Anatomical School. 1867 
31. Talbot, C.H. Medical practitioners in medieval England : a biographical register. 1965 
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32. Tomaszewski, W. University of Edinburgh and Poland: an historical review. 1969 
33. Turner, A.L. Story of a great hospital…1937* 
34. Turner, A. L. Joseph, Baron Lister…1927 
35. Vaughan, P. Doctors' commons: a short history of the British Medical Association. 1959 
36. Wakeley, C. ed.  Great teachers of surgery in the past. 1969 
37. Wangensteen. Rise of surgery. 1978* 
38. Whitteridge, G. ed. The anatomical lectures of William Harvey. 1964 
39. Zimmerman & Veith. Great ideas in the history of surgery. 1961* 

 
 


